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landscape in Malbun

ber of active sports club members relative to the population.
Marco Biichel has
won many medals

son in Liechtenstein engages in a sport — not counting the many for Liechtenstein

Adding the members of all sports clubs together, every third per-

hobby athletes who participate in marathons without member-
ship in a sports club, who use the well-devel-
oped bike paths for cycling, who explore the
beauty of the mountains with their mountain
bikes, or who float like an eagle with their
paragliders.

The beginnings of sport in Liechtenstein
were not as promising as today's enthusiasm
for sport might indicate. Only in 1895 did the
astonished mountain inhabitants come face to
face with a skier. The chief huntsman of the
Reigning Prince had received a few «boards»
from Tyrol so that he would be better able to
master the steep slopes. The painter Friedrich

Kaufmann, who was the first skier to stay in
today's winter sports resort of Malbun in 1910,
remained an isolated episode. Only after the conclusion of the
Customs Treaty with Switzerland in 1923 did winter sports
achieve a breakthrough: Swiss border guards used skis for their
rounds in the mountains, and they encouraged others to try
skiing. Prior to the advent of skiing, only gymnasts and runners
had engaged in sports. The shooting clubs founded before the
gymnastics clubs had already existed since the era of Napoleon.



Sports in Liechtenstein now serve to enhance the movement,

work-life balance, well-being, and not least of all the health of
the people of Liechtenstein. The state promotes sporting
activities and sports clubs, which make facilities, equipment,
training opportunities, and coaches available to their members.
Liechtenstein pays particularly close attention to sports in
schools and the regular sporting activities of young people as
part of their compulsory education. The curricula of all levels of
schooling include sports for students. Regular sports education
is intended to enhance the performance of young people,
prevent bad posture, and encourage students to adopt a healthy,
active attitude toward life. Voluntary school sports, sports camps,
and school sports days complement compulsory sports instruc-
tion for students enthusiastic about sports.

Popular sports in Liechtenstein encompass active recreation
through sports, which not only fulfills the natural need for
movement, but also serves to improve health. A social aspect also
underlies popular sports: Engaging in sports with others can
serve to break down barriers. Because of the wide range of
popular sports and their far-reaching effectiveness in the
population, sports policy places an emphasis on popular sports.
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The promotion of sports ranges from financial support for sports
club to the funding of sports facilities.

The state supports competitive sports, since the name of
Liechtenstein appears throughout the world at international
events such as the Olympics. In addition to this national
concern, the role model character of competitive athletes also
is an important motive of state support: Athletes push the
limits of their performance, even though they pursue a normal
career in addition to their training and competitions.

Even more than other competitive athletes, elite athletes
stand in the international limelight. Athletes who have reached
the world elite are «advertising vehicles» and «ambassadors»
from Liechtenstein, underscoring the existence of the small
state of Liechtenstein around the globe and garnering the
support of fans. Successful elite athletes are idols and motivate
young people to engage in sports themselves, perhaps also

leading to a successful sporting career. The path to becoming

Sports are more popular
in Liechtenstein than
almost anywhere else.
QOver 15,000 of the
35,000 inhabitants are
members of a sports
club or association




an elite athlete is long and hard, requiring
extraordinary training efforts and significant
financial means for training and competition. In
addition to its support for sports clubs, the state
therefore also contributes financially to compet-
itive sports.

The organization «Youth + Sport» is partic-
ularly important for the promotion of young
people; it was established in 1979 in close con-
nection with the organization of the same name
in Switzerland. The goal of «Youth + Sport» is
to promote sports among young people
between the ages of 10 and 20. About 20 sports
from the offerings of the Swiss Federal Office
of Sports in Magglingen are offered in Liechten-
stein. Young people engage in these sports
under the supervision of certified coaches. The
success of Liechtenstein elite athletes are not

least of all due to the «Youth + Sport» program,
since athletes are trained in their youth for their
later sports careers. The broad range of sports courses offered
includes traditional sports such as football, gymnastics, tennis,
track and field, swimming, and skiing, as well as trend sports
such as karate, unihockey, snowboarding, speed skating, and
rock'n'roll. The «Youth + Sport» numbers are impressive:
Each year, over 600 certified instructors convey their sporting
knowledge and skills to over 4,000 young people.

The Liechtenstein Sports School has promoted sporting
talents since 2004. The Government launched this «training
center for future world champions and Olympic gold medalists»
because the international demands on elite athletes have in-
creased, and the path to elite sports has become steeper.
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Previously, only the sports high schools in Austria and Switzer-
land were open to young athletes from Liechtenstein. Now,
talented young people may establish the links between sports
education and elite sports in Liechtenstein itself. The concept
of the Sports School strives to respond to the need of the young
athletes by combining school and sports, along with training and
competition, in a useful way. Sports students are not taught
in separate classes, but rather a reduced and flexible school
schedule provides them with sufficient time for training and
competition. Sports associations play a crucial role in the Sports
School, since they are responsible for the organization and design
of training. To catch up on academic material
they missed during training and competition,
the students receive individual tutoring. In this
way, the school aims to ensure that the require-
ments of each level of schooling are met. The
sports students not only reap the benefits of
their special schooling, however, but must also
fulfill certain demands. So that the athletic
objectives do not endanger the students'
scholastic career, they commit themselves to
the principle of performance with respect to
school instruction as well: through special
requirements in their learning, social, and
working behavior, including a renunciation of
alcohol, nicotine, drugs, and doping.

Sports in Liechtenstein
are diverse. There are
41 sports associations

with over 120 affiliated

sports clubs




As a small state, Liechtenstein cannot keep up with large coun-

tries and their significantly greater athletic resources at inter-
national events such as the Olympics and world championships.
Skiing has so far been the exception. Liechtenstein skiers have
won medals and the overall World Cup. Since all smaller coun-
tries have similar difficulties, the idea was launched at the 1984
Summer Olympics in Los Angeles to conduct Olympic-style com-
petitions among small European states. Since then, athletes
from eight small countries have met every two years for the
Games of the Small States of Europe. In this direct comparison
with states of less than one million inhabitants, Liechtenstein has
performed very well so far: Liechtenstein athletes have always
come home with numerous medals. In 1999, athletes from
Andorra, Cyprus, Iceland, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, and
San Marino were invited to compete in Liechtenstein. The «LIE-
GAMES 1999» were a complete success, both for the athletes
and the organizers. The next Small State Games in Liechtenstein
will take place in 2011.

83



84 |

NATIONAL IDENTITY

«Liechtensteinisch»

The official language of Liechtenstein is German. Liechten-
steiners speak dialect with one another, however. When the
various dialects are spoken in their original form, the speakers
can be assigned to their home village with a high degree of
certainty. Strictly speaking, each village has its own character-
istic linguistic features. In a broader sense, Liechtenstein can
be divided into three dialect regions: the Unterland (Lower
Country), the Oberland (Upper Country), and Triesenberg. While
the dialects of Unterland and Oberland are distinguished by
their differently enunciated vowels, the Walser village of
Triesenberg constitutes a linguistic island at 800 meters (2,625
feet) elevation and above. The Walser settled here on a sunny
terrace in the 13th century, and their descendents have preserved
the special features of their vocabulary and language melody.

The Walser village
of Triesenberg




On National Day, the
15th of August, many
Liechtenstein women
wear the traditional
Liechtenstein costume

Fireworks on
National Day
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Coats of arms and colors

The large national coat of arms

The coat of arms of the Princely House of Liechtenstein also
serves as the large coat of arms of the state. It is the emblem of
sovereignty of the Principality of Liechtenstein and is used on
seals and stamps as well as official signs and documents. The
right of use is reserved to the members of the Princely House
and the state authorities. The Government may also grant
private individuals authorization to use the large coat of arms if
it is in the interest of the country.

The coat of arms is quarterly with chapé in base, charged with
per fess or and gules over all. The individual shields united in
the large coat of arms indicate the history of the Princely House:
» The family shield of the Princely House is per fess or and gules.
» The Silesian shield is or an eagle sable, crowned, armed or,
charged with crescent trefly argent ending in crosses.



The shield of the Kuenringe is a barry of 8 pieces or and sable
charged with crancelin vert.

The shield of the Duchy of Troppau is per pale gules and
argent.

The shield of East Frisia or Rietberg is or a maiden eagle sable
with head argent, crowned, armed or.

The shield of the Duchy of Jagerndorf is shown chapé azure
a bugle-horn or stringed or.

The shield is surrounded by the Princely cloak (mantle) crowned
with the Princely hat, purpure with ermine lining.

The small national coat of arms

The small national coat of arms is the family shield of the Princely
House per fess or and gules (horizontal bands of gold and red)
under the Princely crown.

The national colors

The national colors are blue and red. The flag consists of a rec-
tangular cloth loosely affixed to a pole, with two equally wide
horizontal bands, blue above, red below. In the blue band near
the pole, the Princely crown is emblazoned in gold.

The colors of the Princely House
The colors of the reigning Princely House of Liechtenstein are
gold and red.
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The Liechtenstein brand

In 2004, the Liechtenstein brand was introduced with the goal

of symbolically representing the values and qualities that make

up Liechtenstein's distinctive characteristics in a clearly recog-

nizable brand.

The font
For this purpose, a font was created that symbolizes the devel-

opment of the country from an agrarian state (flower) into a

financial center (circle) and an industrial location (rhombus):

Liechtenstein — natural, and at the same time highly developed.

The symbols

The following five core messages standing for Liechtenstein

constitute the basis of the Liechtenstein brand:

internationally networked small state open to the world (the
heart symbolizes dialogue among people and nations),
successful financial center (the circle represents a coin),
highly developed industrial location (the rhombus stands for
precision work),

diverse cultural life (the house as a symbol for customs, tra-
dition, history, and culture),

hospitable vacation and recreation country (the flower stands
for nature and is composed of hearts — the symbol of dialogue).
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The five symbols are joined together into the form of a crown,
representing the monarchic system of state and Liechtenstein's
entrepreneurial Princely House.

Together, the symbols stand for the identity and diversity of the
country of Liechtenstein, united under the Liechtenstein brand.

The short form
Used on the Internet, as a postal code, and to prevent confusion
with other countries.

The color of the brand

The color is a mixture composed of RED and BLUE. Its unique-
ness combined with the new LIECHTENSTEIN font commands
attention.

The Liechtenstein brand in brief

» The Liechtenstein brand with its distinctive and unique appear-
ance serves to provide a uniform, recognizable, and consistent
presentation of the country.

The «Liechtenstein Brand» initiative of the Image Liechtenstein
Foundation is an inter-party project with the goal of reposition-
ing Liechtenstein internationally for the long term.

The brand does NOT compete with the official presentation of
the State of Liechtenstein. Rather, its primary function is to
serve the presentation of the country for purposes of public
relations and communication.

The Liechtenstein brand is a powerful aid for all communica-
tion measures of the country of Liechtenstein, both at home
and abroad.
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National anthem

The archives do not provide exact information on how the
national anthem came into being. According to oral tradition, the
anthem was written by a German priest named Jakob Josef
Jauch. He spoke morning mass in Balzers from 1852 to 1856.
The anthem is sung to the melody of the British national anthem,
«God save the King», by H. Carey.

The lyrics, which originally comprised five verses, was modified
and shortened in 1963 by a resolution of Parliament. It reads:
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